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17th April 2026
Dear Parents and Carers
                                                              OPAL LAUNCH 

We are all getting excited and gearing up to launch OPAL at lunchtime, this will begin on Monday 27th April! We really appreciate all the support you have given us in starting this exciting journey and with the donation of loose parts.  We hope you will continue to donate things to us to support play. 

We are writing to share our updated Play Policy, which supports our OPAL vision, alongside our revised First Aid Policy that reflects the same principles of high‑quality play.

We recognise that minor accidents such as cuts, grazes and bruises are a natural part of children’s everyday experiences as they learn, explore and play. When these occur, children will always be given care, reassurance and TLC as needed. In most cases, children are able to manage small knocks and quickly return to their play. Any more serious incidents will, of course, be dealt with in line with our First Aid Policy and children will be supported by one of our trained first aiders.
To allow our play leaders to focus fully on engaging with and supervising children during playtimes, we will no longer be issuing ‘ouches’ for very minor incidents. We believe this enables staff to provide the best possible play support while still ensuring children’s wellbeing is prioritised.

As part of our OPAL vision, children will be playing outside in all weathers whenever possible. We kindly ask that you ensure your child comes to school suitably dressed for outdoor play, particularly with waterproof clothing such as puddle suits or waterproof coats. Fleeces or padded coats alone are not sufficient in wet weather.
Children will also be accessing all areas of the school grounds. As a precaution, we ask that parents regularly check their child for ticks after school to ensure they remain tick‑free.

We know that the children are really excited about OPAL and we have shared with them what will be available to them shortly.  Next week we will be discussing the benefits of all the different aspects of the play equipment as well as managing expectations.  These will be shared with the children before its launch.

We are looking forward to sharing some photos with you soon so you can see what the children are enjoying at lunchtime.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us provide rich, outdoor play experiences for all children.
Kind Regards
Mrs Emma Charles
Headteacher
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